
 

 
Last Updated 04/9/25  1 
 

REAL ID and Enhanced Driver's License Job Aid 

 
REVISION CHART 
 

Version Primary Author(s) Description of Version Date Completed 
1.0 Jamarr Johnson Original  11/21/2024 
1.1 Jamarr Johnson Updated state ID screenshots 02/12/2025 
1.2 Tavia Bazemore Updated document 02/20/2025 

1.3 John Owoade  
Updated document based on 
recommendations and 
feedback 

03/19/2025 

1.4 Amanda Dosch 
Added Table of Contents and 
Enhanced DL information and 
sample screenshots 

3/27/2025 

1.5 Amanda Dosch Added WV screenshot, 
removed duplicative NE entry 4/9/2025 

1.6 Brianna Durphy 
Updated page 17 from 
“Donsite” to “site”. Made 508 
compliant. 

04/15/2025 

 
 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

REAL ID Driver’s License and State Identification 2 
Enhanced Driver’s Licenses 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Last Updated 04/9/25  2 
 

REAL ID and Enhanced Driver's License Job Aid 

 
 
 
 

REAL ID Driver’s License and State Identification 
 
The REAL ID Act of 2005 and associated regulations establish minimum security standards for 
state-issued driver's licenses and identification cards (DL/IDs) that federal agencies will accept 
for federal identity purposes:  

● Boarding federally regulated commercial aircraft 
● Accessing certain federal and military facilities 
● Entering nuclear power plants 

 
REAL ID enforcement begins May 7, 2025.  
 
Per NIST FIPS 201-3, DLs and State ID cards presented by applicants for Personal Identity 
Verification (PIV) identity proofing during an enrollment appointment, or other PIV credentialing 
appointments must comply with REAL ID requirements once enforcement begins.  
 
REAL ID-compliant DLs and State IDs will have one of the following markings on the upper top 
portion of the card. If the card does not have one of these markings, it is not REAL ID-compliant 
and is not acceptable as proof of identity at any USAccess PIV enrollment site. A REAL ID 
compliant ID must contain an expiration date. 
 

 
 
The table below contains samples of each state’s REAL ID. 
 

Alabama  
 
Gold Star on the left side of ID 

 

 
 

https://www.dhs.gov/real-id
https://nvlpubs.nist.gov/nistpubs/FIPS/NIST.FIPS.201-3.pdf
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Alaska 
 
Black Star on the right side of ID 
 
 

 

Arizona 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 

 

Arkansas 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
 

 

California 
 
Gold Bear Star on the right side of ID 
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Colorado 
 
Gold or Black Star on the right side of ID 

 

Connecticut 
 
Gold or Black Star on the right side of ID 
 
 
 

 

Delaware 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
 
 
 

 

 
 

District of Columbia 
 
Black Star on the right side of ID 
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Florida 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
 

 

Georgia 
 
Gold or Black Star on the right side of ID 
 

 

Hawaii 
 
Gold Star on the left side or right side of ID with 
Hawaii State picture 

 

 
Idaho 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
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Illinois 
 
Gold or Star on the right side of ID 
 

 

Indiana 
 
Black Star on the right side of ID 
 

 

Iowa 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
 

 

 

Kansas 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
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Kentucky  
 
Black Star on the right side of ID 
 
 
 

 

Louisiana 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
 

 

Maine 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID with State or 
Maine Picture 
 

 

Maryland 
 
Black Star on the right side of ID 
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Massachusetts 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
 

 

Michigan 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
 

 

 

Minnesota 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
 

\ 

Mississippi 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
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Missouri 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 

 

Montana 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
 

 

Nebraska 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
 

 

Nevada 
 
Gold Star on the right side of the ID with the 
State of Nevada picture. 
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New Hampshire 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
 

 

 
 

New Jersey 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
 

 
 

New Mexico 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
 

 

 

New York 
 
Black Star on the right side of ID 
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North Carolina 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
 

 

North Dakota 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
 

 

Ohio 
 
Black Star on the right side of ID with State of 
Ohio 
 

 

 
 

Oklahoma 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
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Oregon 
 
Black Star on the right side of ID 
 

 

Pennsylvania 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 

 

Rhode Island 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
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South Carolina 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
 

 

South Dakota 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
 

 

Tennessee 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
 

 

Texas 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
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Utah 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
 

 

Vermont 
 
Gold or Black Star on the right side of ID 
 

 

Virginia  
 
Black Star on the right side of ID 
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Washington State 
 
 
Washington’s State REAL ID-compliant 
Enhanced Driver’s License and Enhanced ID do 
not have a star on them. 

 

West Virginia 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 

 

Wisconsin 
 
Black or Gold Star on the right side of ID 
 
 
 

 

Wyoming 
 
Black Star on the right side of ID 
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Puerto Rico 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
 

 

Guam 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
 

 

US Virgin Islands 
 
Gold Star on the right side of ID 
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Enhanced Driver’s Licenses 
 
Enhanced Driver’s licenses (EDLs) include the word ENHANCED and the symbol of the U.S. 
Flag. EDLs are REAL ID compliant. They are issued under the Western Hemisphere Travel 
Initiative, and are valid for border crossings to Canada, Mexico and some areas in the 
Caribbean. EDLs are to be accepted as proof of identity if presented at an enrollment 
appointment, or any other PIV appointment at a USAccess credentialing site. 
 
The table below shows sample images and the differences between the REAL ID and EDLs. 

 

As of April 2025, there are only five states that issue EDLs, but more are coming. Washington 
(state) does not issue a REAL ID, they only issue EDLs. Vermont includes a REAL ID star on 
their EDL, while other states issue separate REAL IDs.  

https://www.dhs.gov/enhanced-drivers-licenses-what-are-they
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